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THE RUSSIAN "PERIOD PREPARATORY TO
It is quite possible that one of the arguments
Ministerial Councils on Friday and Saturday was the cfa^
gerous domestic situation. St. Petersburg and all the larger
cities in Russia were in the throes of an extensive working-
men's strike. By a strange irony of fate, at the same mo-
ment when the Russian military bands, in the camp at
Krasnoe Selo, had been welcoming Poincare with the Mar-
seillaise, the Cossacks in the suburbs of St. Petersburg had
been striking down working-men for singing this same
martial anthem.66 An apparently well-mformed Russian
sympathizer, writing at length in the Gazette de Lausanne
of September 7 and 8, 1917, in comment upon the Suk-
homlinov trial, asserts that in 1914 general mobilization
was strongly urged as a salutary measure against this
internal industrial and revolutionary danger, rather than
as a necessary military precaution against German attack;
it would also counteract, it was urged, the feared autono-
mous and separatist agitation among the non-Slavic ele-
ments in the Russian Empire. The idea of a foreign war
to avert domestic troubles is, of course, a very familiar one
in the history of many countries.67 The militarists may
quite probably have believed that the leading forth of the
specter of threatening internal revolution and anarchy
would serve as a good bogey with which to persuade the
peace-loving Tsar to consent to a general mobilization, and
they were ready to assure him that, in case of mobilization
204, 338; AJR3., II, 60, 61, 73, III, 19, 71; Dobrorolski, Danilov, and
Sukhomlinov, passim; Nekliudov, Diplomatic Reminiscences, pp. 284-285.
6«Pourtales to Bethmann, July 23; K.D., 130; cf. also V. A. Wrob-
lewski, "Die russischen Arbeitenmruhen im Juli, 1914," in KSF, HI,
325-331, May, 1925.
67 Cf. Jules Cambon's similar suspicions about Germany in his report
to JPichon, July 30, 1913 (F.YB., 5): "Some want war . . . for social
reasons, i.e., to provide the external interests which alone can prevent
or retard the-rise to power of the democratic and socialist masses . .. This
social class [the Junkers], which forms a hierarchy with the King of
Prussia as its supreme head, realizes with dread the democratization of
Germany and the increasing power of the Socialist Party/'

